
Guidelines For Assessing Word Recognition Automaticity:  
“The Flash Instrument” 

 
The word lists are “graded” and range from preprimer (PP) to grade 8.  The words are 
those used in Morris, D. (1999) The Howard Street Tutoring Manual:  Teaching At-Risk 
Readers in the Primary Grades.  New York:  Guilford Press.  The original and complete 
word list is found in Harris, A.& Jacobson, M. (1982).  Basic Reading Vocabularies.  
New York:  Macmillan. 
 
Criteria: -independent level = 80% on the flash presentation 
  -instructional level = 60% on the flash presentation 
For example, a 4th grade student who scores 50% on the 3rd grade flash list and 65% on 
the 2nd grade flash list has a word recognition instructional level of 2nd grade. 
 
Pacing:  the goal is to mimic an eye fixation—250 milliseconds (a quarter of a second). 
It may be helpful to say to yourself, “Slide—(slight pause)—Close.”  DO NOT WAIT 
FOR THE CHILD’S RESPONSE TO CLOSE THE SHUTTER!!! 
 
Coding: 

1. Correct answer?  Leave blank. 
      2.  Hesitation?  Mark ‘h’ in the flash column.  Put a check in the untimed column. 
      3.   Incorrect answer on the flash?  Write what the child said in the flash column, open   
            the shutter and say, “Take another look.”  Depending on what child says, in the      
            untimed column, put a checkmark (indicating self-correct), a zero (no answer), or  
            write in the erroneous substitution. 
 
Scoring: 

1. Flash Score – count number of errors in flash column.  Multiply by 5.  Subtract  
            from 100.  The answer is the percentage correct for the flash presentation.  Enter  
            this score at the bottom of the flash column. 

2. Untimed score – Start with the flash percentage.  Add 5 points for every self- 
      correction in the untimed column.  Record this score at the bottom of the untimed  
      column. 
3. Checking – Add 5 points to the untimed score for each error in the untimed  
      column.  If you reach 100, you know you have computed the scores correctly. 
 

Notes: 
When a student misses 9 words on the flash list, stop! 

 
Be sure to use the shutter and your arm and hand to hide the list.  If you’re lax in this 
regard, and the student gets a look at the words, you’ve lost the advantage of the flash. 
 
Be sure that the student is looking at the instrument before you start.  It is likely you will 
have to do this several times, as you “take breaks” to score.  A good prompt is, “Ready 
for #17?” which seems to initiate focus. 

University of Utah Reading Clinic 10/15/07  MKF & MB 



University of Utah Reading Clinic 
FLASH WORD RECOGNTION ASSESSMENT 

Examiner Score Sheet 

*From the ASU Word Recognition Test 
University of Utah Reading Clinic: Revised 11/29/13 MKF 

 

Level: G1-Oct Flash  Untimed  Level: G1-Mar Flash  Untimed 
   

1.* and     1. back    
 

  

2.* cat     2. eat    
 

  

3.* me     3. sun    
 # of 

Errors % 

4.* is     4. bird    
 0 

1 
100% 
95% 

            

5. go     5. pat    
 2 

3 
90% 
85% 

6. play     6. saw    
 4 

5 
80% 
75% 

7. where     7. feet    
 6 

7 
70% 
65% 

8. like     8. lake    
 8 

 
60% 

 

9. thing     9. hid    
 

  

10. old     10. cut    
 # of 

Errors % 

11. your     11. about    
 9 

10 
55% 
50% 

12. up     12. one    
 11 

12 
45% 
40% 

13. said     13. rain    
 13 

14 
35% 
30% 

14. big     14. water    
 15 

16 
25% 
20% 

15. for     15. two    
 17 

18 
15% 
10% 

16. by     16. how    
 19 

20 
5% 
0% 

17. dog     17. window    
 

  

18. not     18. need    
   

19. who     19. that's    
   

20. here     20. mother    
   

Percent Correct     Percent Correct    

   

      
  

* If the student cannot read any of the first 4 words in the G1-Oct list 
automatically, discontinue the test and score 0% Flash | N/A Untimed 



University of Utah Reading Clinic 
FLASH WORD RECOGNTION ASSESSMENT 

Examiner Score Sheet 

*From the ASU Word Recognition Test 
University of Utah Reading Clinic: Revised 11/29/13 MKF 

 

Level: G1-End Flash  Untimed  Level: 2 Flash Untimed 
 

  

1. leg     1. able   
 

  

2. black     2. break   
 

  

3. smile     3. pull   
 # of 

Errors % 

4. hurt     4. week   
 0 

1 
100% 
95% 

5. dark     5. gate   
 2 

3 
90% 
85% 

6. white     6. felt   
 4 

5 
80% 
75% 

7. couldn’t     7. north   
 6 

7 
70% 
65% 

8. seen     8. rush   
 8 

 
60% 

 

9. until     9. wrote   
 

  

10. because     10. perfect   
 # of 

Errors % 

11. men     11. change   
 9 

10 
55% 
50% 

12. winter     12. basket   
 11 

12 
45% 
40% 

13. shout     13. shoot   
 13 

14 
35% 
30% 

14. glass     14. hospital   
 15 

16 
25% 
20% 

15. paint     15. spill   
 17 

18 
15% 
10% 

16. children     16. dug   
 19 

20 
5% 
0% 

17. table     17. crayon   
 

  

18. stand     18. third   
 

  

19. head     19. taken   
 

  

20. drove     20. prize   
 

  

          
 

  

Percent Correct     Percent Correct   
   

 



University of Utah Reading Clinic 
FLASH WORD RECOGNTION ASSESSMENT 

Examiner Score Sheet 

*From the ASU Word Recognition Test 
University of Utah Reading Clinic: Revised 11/29/13 MKF 

 

Level: 3 Flash  Untimed  Level: 4 Flash Untimed 
 

  

1. accept     1. average   
 

  

2. favor     2. hamster   
 

  

3. seal     3. select   
 # of 

Errors % 

4. buffalo     4. tobacco   
 0 

1 
100% 
95% 

5. slipper     5. brilliant   
 2 

3 
90% 
85% 

6. receive     6. liberty   
 4 

5 
80% 
75% 

7. legend     7. prance   
 6 

7 
70% 
65% 

8. haircut     8. solemn   
 8 

 
60% 

 

9. dresser     9. disease   
 

  

10. icy     10. impress   
 # of 

Errors % 

11. customer     11. miracle   
 9 

10 
55% 
50% 

12. thread     12. wrestle   
 11 

12 
45% 
40% 

13. plop     13. coward   
 13 

14 
35% 
30% 

14. bandage     14. explode   
 15 

16 
25% 
20% 

15. further     15. opinion   
 17 

18 
15% 
10% 

16. moat     16. suffer   
 19 

20 
5% 
0% 

17. closet     17. vast   
 

  

18. unroll     18. relationship   
 

  

19. storyteller     19. furnace   
 

  

20. yarn     20. clan   
 

  

          
 

  

Percent Correct     Percent Correct   
   

 



University of Utah Reading Clinic 
FLASH WORD RECOGNTION ASSESSMENT 

Examiner Score Sheet 

*From the ASU Word Recognition Test 
University of Utah Reading Clinic: Revised 11/29/13 MKF 

 

Level: 5 Flash  Untimed Level: 6 Flash Untimed 
 

  

1. labor    1. elevate   
 

  

2. cripple    2. conservation   
 

  

3. hasten    3. tenderness   
 # of 

Errors % 

4. frontier    4. barrier   
 0 

1 
100% 
95% 

5. riverbed    5. adulthood   
 2 

3 
90% 
85% 

6. settlement    6. kennel   
 4 

5 
80% 
75% 

7. absent    7. humiliated   
 6 

7 
70% 
65% 

8. dissolve    8. nonfiction   
 8 

 
60% 

 

9. plea    9. revive   
 

  

10. surrender    10. wallet   
 # of 

Errors % 

11. organization    11. depression   
 9 

10 
55% 
50% 

12. evidence    12. carvings   
 11 

12 
45% 
40% 

13. width    13. similarity   
 13 

14 
35% 
30% 

14. rampaging    14. unanswered   
 15 

16 
25% 
20% 

15. horseshoe    15. fingernail   
 17 

18 
15% 
10% 

16. grammar    16. breed   
 19 

20 
5% 
0% 

17. assorted    17. marrow   
 

  

18. soybean    18. starter   
 

  

19. troublesome    19. pedestrian   
 

  

20. circumstance    20. quantity   
 

  

         
 

  

Percent Correct    Percent Correct   
   

 



University of Utah Reading Clinic 
FLASH WORD RECOGNTION ASSESSMENT 

Examiner Score Sheet 

*From the ASU Word Recognition Test 
University of Utah Reading Clinic: Revised 11/29/13 MKF 

 

Level: 7 Flash  Untimed Level: 8 Flash Untimed 
 

  

1. civic    1. administration   
 

  

2. shirttail    2. federation   
 

  

3. nominated    3. militia   
 # of 

Errors % 

4. gruesome    4. shambles   
 0 

1 
100%
95% 

5. disadvantage    5. bankrupt   
 2 

3 
90% 
85% 

6. goldenrod    6. architecture   
 4 

5 
80%
75% 

7. perishable    7. tonic   
 6 

7 
70%
65% 

8. straightforward    8. toddler   
 8 

 
60%

 

9. warrant    9. cavernous   
 

  

10. unthinkable    10. imperative   
 # of 

Errors % 

11. ridicule    11. notorious   
 9 

10 
55% 
50% 

12. engulf    12. subconscious   
 11 

12 
45%
40% 

13. kindhearted    13. corps   
 13 

14 
35%
30% 

14. maturity    14. laborious   
 15 

16 
25% 
20% 

15. impassable    15. rivet   
 17 

18 
15% 
10% 

16. bolster    16. unimaginable   
 19 

20 
5% 
0% 

17. copyright    17. dizzily   
 

  

18. foliage    18. irritability   
 

  

19. prune    19. puncture   
 

  

20. persecution    20. wholehearted   
 

  

         
 

  

Percent Correct    Percent Correct   
   

 



 
 
 

 
1. and    1. back  

 
2. cat    2. eat  

 
3. me    3. sun  

 
4. is    4. bird  

 
5. go    5. pat  

 
6. play    6. saw  

 
7. where    7. feet  

 
8. like    8. lake  

 
9. thing    9. hid  

 
10. old    10. cut  

 
11. your    11. about  

 
12. up    12. one  

 
13. said    13. rain  

 
14. big    14. water  

 
15. for    15. two  

 
16. by    16. how  

 
17. dog    17. window  

 
18. not    18. need  

 
19. who    19. that's  

 
20. here    20. mother  

 
        

 
        

Oct1 Mar1



 
 
 

 
1. leg    1. able  

 
2. black    2. break  

 
3. smile    3. pull  

 
4. hurt    4. week  

 
5. dark    5. gate  

 
6. white    6. felt  

 
7. couldn’t    7. north  

 
8. seen    8. rush  

 
9. until    9. wrote  

 
10. because    10. perfect  

 
11. men    11. change  

 
12. winter    12. basket  

 
13. shout    13. shoot  

 
14. glass    14. hospital  

 
15. paint    15. spill  

 
16. children    16. dug  

 
17. table    17. crayon  

 
18. stand    18. third  

 
19. head    19. taken  

 
20. drove    20. prize  

 
        

 
        

 
  End1     2



 
 
 

 
1. accept    1. average  

 
2. favor    2. hamster  

 
3. seal    3. select  

 
4. buffalo    4. tobacco  

 
5. slipper    5. brilliant  

 
6. receive    6. liberty  

 
7. legend    7. prance  

 
8. haircut    8. solemn  

 
9. dresser    9. disease  

 
10. icy    10. impress  

 
11. customer    11. miracle  

 
12. thread    12. wrestle  

 
13. plop    13. coward  

 
14. bandage    14. explode  

 
15. further    15. opinion  

 
16. moat    16. suffer  

 
17. closet    17. vast  

 
18. unroll    18. relationship  

 
19. storyteller    19. furnace  

 
20. yarn    20. clan  

 
        

 
        

3 4
 



 
 
 

 
1. labor    1. elevate  

 
2. cripple    2. conservation  

 
3. hasten    3. tenderness  

 
4. frontier    4. barrier  

 
5. riverbed    5. adulthood  

 
6. settlement    6. kennel  

 
7. absent    7. humiliated  

 
8. dissolve    8. nonfiction  

 
9. plea    9. revive  

 
10. surrender    10. wallet  

 
11. organization    11. depression  

 
12. evidence    12. carvings  

 
13. width    13. similarity  

 
14. rampaging    14. unanswered  

 
15. horseshoe    15. fingernail  

 
16. grammar    16. breed  

 
17. assorted    17. marrow  

 
18. soybean    18. starter  

 
19. troublesome    19. pedestrian  

 
20. circumstance    20. quantity  

 
        

 
        

5 6



 
 
 

 
1. civic    1. administration  

 
2. shirttail    2. federation  

 
3. nominated    3. militia  

 
4. gruesome    4. shambles  

 
5. disadvantage    5. bankrupt  

 
6. goldenrod    6. architecture  

 
7. perishable    7. tonic  

 
8. straightforward    8. toddler  

 
9. warrant    9. cavernous  

 
10. unthinkable    10. imperative  

 
11. ridicule    11. notorious  

 
12. engulf    12. subconscious  

 
13. kindhearted    13. corps  

 
14. maturity    14. laborious  

 
15. impassable    15. rivet  

 
16. bolster    16. unimaginable  

 
17. copyright    17. dizzily  

 
18. foliage    18. irritability  

 
19. prune    19. puncture  

 
20. persecution    20. wholehearted  

 
        

 
        

7 8
 


	HS 01 - Cover Sheet - Binder Cover
	HS 02 - UURC Course Offerings 2011-2012[1]
	Year-Long Matriculated Early Steps (SPED 6633-001); Next Steps (SPED 6634-001), Higher Steps (SPED 6641-001)
	Year-long Wilson Level 1 Practicum Requirements
	Year-Long Continuing Ed Wilson Practicum Level 1 (EDU 56/6636-030)
	Year-Long (plus) Continuing Ed Wilson Level 2 (EDU 6637-030), WRS Steps 7-12 and/or 
	(EDU 6648 030) Group Mastery
	2 day Continuing Ed. Discover Intensive Phonics (EDU 56/6635-030) 

	HS 03 - HS Certification for Tutors_11
	Higher Steps Certification for Tutors
	Exhibit 3: Higher Steps Certification Criteria 


	HS 04 - Empirical Evidence 09
	Empirical Evidence for UURC Intervention Models:  Peer-Reviewed Conferences
	Additional Suggested Resources for Educators

	HS 05 - Tab 1
	HS 06 - Cover Sheet - Supply List
	HS 07 - Supply List
	HS 08 - Tab 2
	HS 09 - Cover Sheet - Trade Books by Text Level
	HS 10 - Trade Books listed by title in ABC order
	HS 11 - Cover Sheet - Trade Books by Publisher in ABC order an
	HS 12 - Tradebook list by Publisher in ABC order
	HS 13 - Text Level Correspondences 09
	HS 14 - Tab 3
	HS 15 - Cover Sheet - HS Student Binder Forms and Lesson Plan 
	HS 16 - QueriesBookmark
	Queries - Narrative Text

	HS 17 - AWS Scope and Sequence
	HS 18 - Higher Steps Lesson Plan-2
	HS 19 - HIGHER STEPS OBSERVATION FORM
	HS 19 - HIGHER STEPS OBSERVATION FORM
	HS 20 - Criteria For Moving Students Up a Reading Level
	HS 21 - RLA Bump Up ONLY Criteria Sheet 100811
	HS 22 - Binder Reading Rate Chart - 100 Words
	100 Words

	HS 23 - Book List Record Sheet[1]
	HS 24 - AWS Modules Record Sheet
	HS 25 - Fry's word list for AWS
	HS 26 - Word Bank Word Log
	HS 27 - Tab 4
	HS 28 - Inst for Repeated Rdngs
	HS 29 - 250-word Chart
	Sheet1

	HS 30 - Tab 5
	HS 31 - Cover Sheet - Advanced Word Study Materials
	HS 32 - How to Organize Word Study Kit
	HS 33 - Advanced Word Study Inventory
	Sheet1

	HS 34 - AWS Words Cards with Game Cards 2011
	Print 2 X 7 Cards - Century Gothic Font Bold

	HS 35 - Tab 6
	HS 36 - Cover Sheet - AWS General Instructions
	HS 37 - Advanced Word Study Instructor Manual 11
	Vowels and Consonants:  The Missing Foundation

	HS 38 - Tab 7
	HS 39 - Cover Sheet - AWS Modules
	HS 40 - AWS Modules 1-19
	Introduction of Closed Syllable
	Play:  Break, Scoop, and Read   - Practice with several word cards, asking: Where
	S. reads list of words aloud after spelling.
	S. reads list of words aloud after spelling.
	     SPELL CHECK



	Rule-Breaking closed syllables
	Game:  Concept Points
	S. reads list of words aloud after spelling.
	EXAMPLE WORDS:
	relish
	exam
	Play:  Break, Scoop, and Read
	S. reads list of words aloud after spelling.





	Flexibility with two syllables separated by 1 consonant 
	EXAMPLE  WORDS:
	S. reads list of words aloud after spelling.
	EXAMPLE  WORDS:
	S. reads list of words aloud after spelling.
	Play:  Break, Scoop, and Read
	S. reads list of words aloud after spelling.
	S. reads list of words aloud after spelling.
	Complete multisyllabic words following spelling procedure for multisyllabic words.  (See AWS General Instructions, pages 5-6: Spelling Procedure.)
	Complete one-syllable words as below:
	1. S. names letters and writes s-t-i-r.
	2. S. pencil scoops and reads word after writing.
	S. reads list of words aloud after spelling.
	S. reads list of words aloud after spelling.
	S. reads list of words aloud after spelling.
	S. reads list of words aloud after spelling.
	Complete multisyllabic words following spelling procedure for multisyllabic words.  (See AWS General Instructions: Spelling Procedure.)
	Complete one-syllable words as below:
	S. reads list of words aloud after spelling.
	Complete multisyllabic words following spelling procedure for multisyllabic words.  (See AWS General Instructions: Spelling Procedure.)
	Complete one-syllable words as below:
	S. reads list of words aloud after spelling.
	Complete multisyllabic words following spelling procedure for multisyllabic words.  (See AWS General Instructions: Spelling Procedure.)
	Complete one-syllable words as below:
	S. reads list of words aloud after spelling.







	HS 41 - Tab 8
	HS 42 - Cover Sheet -  HS Assessment
	HS 43 - RLAInstructionSheetforFacilitator
	HS 44 - Next Steps_Assessmentdirections
	HS 45 - Books Used For Testing
	HS 46 - RLA Summary Sheet - Field - 110419[1]
	HS 47 - RLA Assessment - 110610 - 2-8
	HS 48 - RLA Student Texts - 110509 - 2-8
	HS 49 - RLA Fluency Criteria Sheet 110610
	HS 50 - Binder Reading Rate Chart - 100 Words
	100 Words

	HS 51 - Tab 9
	HS 52 - Cover Sheet -  Educator Information
	HS 53 - Appendix_Educator Contact Information
	HS 54 - Appendix_Certification Data (ES_NS_NST_HS) for EOY
	HS 55 - Tab 10
	HS 56 - Cover Sheet - Seminar Handouts
	HS 57 - ES-NSSeminar_1-FoundationsforReadingSuccess05-10-05
	HS 58 - ES-NSSeminar_2-ReadingDevelopment_Instruction(part1)05-10-05
	HS 59 - ES-NSSeminar_3-ReadingDevelopment_Instruction(part2)05-10-09
	HS 60 - ES-NSSeminar_4-StrugglingReaders05-10-11
	HS 61 - ES-NSSeminar_5-EmpiricalEvidenceforES-NS05-10-24
	HS 62 - Tab 11
	HS 63 - Cover Sheet - Parent Letters
	HS 64 - English beginning of year parental permission
	HS 65 - Higher Steps Spanish beginning of year parental permission 7-08a
	HS 66 - General English Summer reading doc.
	HS 67 - General Spanish summer reading doca.
	HS 68 - Tab 12
	HS 69 - Cover Sheet - Tutee Certificate
	HS 70 - Graduation Certificate
	HS 71 - Tab 13
	HS 72 - Cover Sheet - Appendix HS Triad LP
	HS 73 - Higher Steps Triad Lesson Plan- 2
	HS 74 - HIGHER STEPS TRIAD OBSERVATION FORM
	HS 75 - Tab 14
	HS 76 - Cover Sheet - Appendix Repeated Readings charts
	HS 77 - 200-word Chart
	Sheet1

	HS 78 - 300-word Chart
	Sheet1

	HS 79 - Tab 15
	HS 80 - Cover Sheet - Appendix Assessment
	HS 81 - Appendix_In-Field Spelling Score Sheet
	HS 82 - Appendix_Spelling Student Sheet
	HS 83 -  Appendix_Guidelines For Flash
	HS 84 -  Flash Scoring Sheets
	HS 85 -  Flash Student Sheets
	HS 86 - Appendix_Field Summary Sheet + Flash + Spelling
	HS 37 - Advanced Word Study Instructor Manual 13.pdf
	Vowels and Consonants:  The Missing Foundation

	HS 10 - Tradebooks by Level.pdf
	Sheet1

	HS 12 - Tradebooks by Publisher.pdf
	Sheet1




